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Aphrodisiacs in the kitchen: Red-hot
romance starts here

By SARAH VICKERS
SENTINEL CORRESPONDENT

Roses are red, violets are blue, flowers can be sweet ... but food is
more likely to get your lover in the mood.

If you're looking for extra zing in your love life, forget flowers or
jewelry this Valentine’s Day. Head to the grocery store and pick up the
ingredients for romantic success.

According to chef Robert Meyers-Lussier, the road to romance is paved
with tastebuds.

"One of my goals is to affect people’s lives and Valentine’s is a great
time to do that," he said. "When it comes to food, you can create a
wonderful mood and a romantic evening."

Meyers-Lussier’s relationship with food dates back to his childhood. He
decided to take his obsession to the next level when he saw the film

"Babette’s Feast" while stationed in West Germany with the U.S. Army.

The food enthusiast decided to share his love for the culinary in his
cooking show, "Talking with Your Mouth Full," and his new cookbook,
"This is Delicious, What is it?: An Eclectic Collection of International
Comfort Foods."

According to Meyers-Lussier, comfort is a prerequisite for romance.

"Since I'm in comfort Advertisement
foods, I am already

halfway there," he said.

From texture and
aroma to visual
appearance, a sensual
food experience uses
the five senses,
according to the chef.

"A lot of it is about the
way you feel when you
eat," he said. "Take a
truffle, for instance. It
melts the minute you
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put it in your mouth
and when it hits your
tongue, it is like an
explosion."

Mood-enhancing foods,
according to the
Meyers-Lussier,
stimulate the mind and
the sex drive. Adding
vanilla, chocolate or
coffee to a dessert can
produce amazing
results.

"Beef is another one of |

those things considered

an aphrodisiac," he said. "High-protein food enhances the chemical

reactions in the body."

Named after the Greek goddess of love Aphrodite, aphrodisiacs are
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foods said to enhance pleasure or romance.

People have searched for the perfect love potion for thousands of
years. Greek botanist Theophrastus concocted the first recorded
culinary aphrodisiac in 400 B.C. Recommending a leafy plant called
mandrake soaked in vinegar, the botanist claimed the recipe created a

sensation of "feeling high."

Ancient Indian recipes claimed brews of black pepper, honey, chili
peppers and mandrake worked the sex drive. Apicus, the writer of the
first cookbook, swore by a stew of onions, pine kernels, and herbs.

This year, Meyers-Lussier plans to host a Valentine’s dinner fit for
royalty. Beginning with an olive and fennel hors d’oeuvre, the chef will
follow with a candied chicken wing appetizer, orange tomato basil

soup, fruit spinach salad and Thai red beef curry.

"The spice gets the heart rate up," he said.

For Meyers-Lussier, designing a meal is like perfecting an opening night
performance. And his grand finale will surely receive a standing

ovation.

"The White Chocolate-Dark Chocolate Cheesecake is the ultimate," he

said. "Of all the desserts I make, it's my No. 1."

So if you want to enchant that special someone on Feb. 14, try one of
Meyers-Lussier’s recipes, dim the lights, lift your fork and let the magic

happen.

White Chocolate Dark Chocolate Cheesecake

CRUST:

3 cups chocolate wafer cookie crumbs

/a cup sugar
10 Tbsps. butter
FILLING:

27 Ibs. cream cheese, softened

14 cups sugar

4 cup flour

1 tsp. vanilla

5 1g. eggs

2 Ig. egg yolks

4 cup half and half

8 ozs. white chocolate, melted, cooled

GLAZE:
4 cup light corn syrup
3 Tbsps. water
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2 Tbsps. butter
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.

For crust: Mix cookie crumbs and sugar in medium bowl. Add melted
butter and stir to blend.

Press mixture onto the bottom and up the sides of a 9- or 10- inch
spring form pan.

Refrigerate while preparing filling.

For filling: Using the electric mixer, beat cream cheese in large bowl
until smooth.

Add sugar, flour and vanilla and beat until well blended

Add eggs and yolks, one at a time, beating until just blended after
each addition (too much beating results in a cracked surface).

Stir in half and half. Fold in white chocolate.
Pour mixture into crust. Bake for 10 minutes.

Lower oven temperature to 300 degrees. Bake 60 minutes longer or
until filling is set. Turn oven off and let set in oven an hour longer.

Remove from oven. Let cool at room temperature at least an hour,
then refrigerate until ready to glaze.

For glaze:

Stir corn syrup, water and butter in heavy medium saucepan until
butter melts. Bring to a boil.

Remove from heat and add chocolate. Whisk until melted and smooth.
Cool slightly, about 15 minutes.

Pour over top of completely cooled cheesecake. Smooth into a pleasant
pattern. Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Once ready to serve, wait 15 minutes to soften.
Recipe reprinted with permission of Bob Meyers-Lussier.
Contact Sarah Vickers at svreeken@santacruzsentinel.com.

IEI Printer Friendly Version
B4 Email Story to a Friend

Subscribe

You can only read the comics and horoscopes in the Sentinel's print
w edition; click here to find out how you can get 6 weeks FREE of
Sentinel Home Delivery.

4% SANTA CRUZ STYLE | MORE STYLE | ARCHIVE SEARCH

Santa Cruz Sentinel Home
Local News | Sports | Obituaries | Business | Santa Cruz Style | Entertainment
Archives | Site Map | Associated Press | Weather

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/archive/2005/February/09/style/st...

»Free Background
Checks

RV Insurance

k- Green Card Lottery
k-Chrysler

rData Recovery

FORUM

Latest topics:
Another sleazy
GOP fraud BUSTED!

by Pragmatist

EH Left wing lawyer
convicted of help
terrorits by
Pragmatist

&l No child Left
Behind by Finucane

Iﬁ When is the man
allowed to have a
"Choice"? by
cassandra2

&l The hate filled
Left, a warning to all
who post here by
cassandra2

B Cost of illegals to
California $10.5
billion by observer

Iﬁ Do you support
the hotel / conference
center? by Mahakala

B Intolerant Left by
LocalYokel

2/11/2005 7:47 PM



Aphrodisiacs in the kitchen: Red-hot romance starts here By SAR...  http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/archive/2005/February/09/style/st...

Portal | Travel | Community | Forum | Classified | Marketplace
Customer Service | Reporter Contact List | Contact Us

207 Church Street, Santa Cruz CA 95060 USA (831) 423-4242
Copyright © 1999-2005 Santa Cruz Sentinel.
Ottaway Newspaper, Inc.

All rights reserved.

Using our site is your agreement to the terms and conditions.
web master Feedback

For online advertising inquiries contact Karen Cooper:
kcooper@santacruzsentinel.com

4 of 4 2/11/2005 7:47 PM



